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P h y s i cal Characteristics and Assets

Attractive, well-maintained single-family
detached houses define much of Central
Northeast. The most eastern part of the
Cluster consists of industrial uses such as
the PEPCO plant and the Benning Road
Transfer Station.

Some highlights of Cluster 30’s assets
and features include the following:

• Neighborhoods with sound housing
s t o c k .

• Good access to major travel routes, such
as Interstate 295, Minnesota Avenue NE,
and downtown via Benning Road NE.

• Plentiful open space, including the feder-
ally owned Fort Mahan Park and Anacos-
tia Park.

• Longstanding Minnesota Avenue com-
m e rcial corridor that includes the East
River Park Shopping Center.

• P roximity to the East River Park Shop-
ping Center and the Minnesota Av e n u e
business corr i d o r.

• The Minnesota Avenue Day festival,
which is held in August.

Recent Neighbo r h o o d
A c t i v i t y

• Completion of a citi-
z e n ’s street and alley
s u rv e y, which identi-
fied streets and alleys
for repaving and
streets that need
i m p roved curbs, side-
walks, and gutters. The District Depart-
ment of Tr a n s p o rtation (DDOT) has
received and will review the results of the
s u rv e y.

• Planned renovation upgrade of the Ben-
ning Road Transfer Station in 2002.
Restoration of the Watts Branch trail to
reconnect the neighborhoods to the Ana-
costia River. The Watts Branch Commu-
nity Alliance is leading this eff o rt along
with the Parks and People Foundation
and the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation (DPR).

• Several community events including
cleanups, picnics, and bicycling to
i n c rease awareness and involvement of
the Watts Branch restoration eff o rt .

• Initial planning and pro p e rty acquisition
for the development of the new Depart-
ment of Employment Services (DOES)
H e a d q u a rters at the Minnesota Av e n u e
M e t ro station. Improvements to Smothers
E l e m e n t a ry School and Thomas Elemen-
t a ry School in FY2003.
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